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Abstract: This paper records the first report of the Winged Thecacera, Thecacera pennigera from southwest coast of
India and discusses the possible mode of its spread in Indian coastal waters.
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INTRODUCTION

The Winged Thecacera Thecacera pennigera is
originally described from the south coast of
Devonshire, United Kingdom (Montagu, 1813).
Hayward et al. (1990), Seaward (1990) and
Thompson (1988) recorded the occurrence of this
species from European waters, Willan (1976) from
New Zealand waters, Willan and Coleman (1984)
from Australian waters, Gosliner (1987) from
southern African region, Sweenen (1961) and Dekker
(1986) from Netherland waters and Valles et al.
(2000) from Britain, the Netherlands, France, Sicily,
South Africa, Pakistan, Japan, Australia, New
Zealand and Brazilian waters. From India this species
was first reported by Bhave and Apte (2011) from
Ratnagiri coast. Apte (2012) recorded the occurrence
of this species from Indian waters, but did not
mention the locality. This paper records the
occurrence of T. pennigera from southwest coast of
India.

Two live specimens (length 14-19 mm, width 7-11
mm) were collected from the rocky regions of
Chompal (11°39°43.6"N; 75°32’51.5"E), Kerala by

hand picking at low tide on 27 December 2014. The
animals were associated with the bryozoan Bugula
neritina (Linnaeus, 1758). The material was
identified following descriptions provided by
Hayward et al. (1990), Seaward (1990), Thompson
(1988), Valles et al. (2000), Bhave and Apte (2011)

and Apte (2012).
Systematics

Phylum: Mollusca

Class: Gastropoda

Order: Nudibranchia

Superfamily: Polyceroidea

Family: Polyceridae

Genus: Thecacera Fleming, 1828

Thecacera pennigera (Montagu, 1813) (Fig. 1)
Description: The animal is small and translucent
white with small orange, yellow and black to blue-
black spots or flecks. The black spots are often smaller
than the orange blotches. Head blunt and broad with
two lateral extensions and paired rhinophores;
rhinophore sheath incomplete. The broad anterior
of the body tapers posteriorly to a long, slender foot.
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Fig. 1. Thecacera pennigera (Montagu, 1813)

Gills 3-5 bipinnate or tripinnate, white with orange
and black spots. A pair of club-like, dorso-lateral,
glandular defensive ceratal processes located behind
the gills. The front of the foot is produced into antero-
lateral points, the propodial tentacles. Oral tentacles
absent.

Remarks: Though original records and description
of this species are from the Atlantic coast of Europe
(Montagu, 1815), it is now considered as a
cosmopolitan species, with records from South and
West Africa, Brazil, Japan, Korea, India, Pakistan,
Australiaand New Zealand (Valles et al, 2000). This
carnivorous slug has shown a strong association with
bryozoans such as Bugula and the bryozoans serve
as refuge, substratum for egg deposition, and food
source for the slug (Willan and Coleman, 1984;
Dekker, 1986). We have recorded this species in
association with the bryozoan Bugula neritina. This
kind of strong association of slug and bryozoan might
have facilitated human-facilitated spread of the
species, possibly as egg masses deposited on ship
hull fouling Bugula species (Willan, 1976), and
spread of both T. pennigera and B. neritina in Indian
coastal waters as well. This is the first record of
Thecacera pennigera in southwest coast of India.
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