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Abstract

The Length—weight relationships of eight fish species, Etroplus suratensis (Bloch, 1790), Pseudetroplus maculatus (Bloch, 1795),
Liza parsia (Hamilton, 1822), Carangoides praeustus (Bennett, 1830), Oreochromis mossambicus (Peters, 1852), Mugil cephalus
(Linnaeus, 1758), Scatophagus argus (Linnaeus, 1766) and Escualosa thoracata (Valenciennes, 1847) from the gill net(mesh
size: 30-70 mm) collections of Kayamkulam estuary in Kerala were estimated from October 2016 to September 2017. The results
indicated that almost all fish species exhibited a negative allometric growth in these waters. The exotic cichlid O. mossambicus
exhibited a better growth compared to other indigenous fishes. The b values in the length—weight relationships were determined
as 2.068, 2.896, 2.307, 2.491, 2.998, 2.516, 1.616 and 1.567 for E. suratensis, P. maculatus, L. parsia, C. praeustus, O. mossambicus,
M. cephalus, S. argus and E. thoracata respectively. The coefficient of determination is significantly different for all species (r? <

0.95).

1. Introduction

Length-weight relationship (LWR) is an important factor
in the biological study of fishes, which indicated the species
status in an environment and characterize patterns of the
growth(Froese, 2006; Kharat et al., 2008). It is used for
estimating the weight of the fish of a given length and can
be used in studying gonad development, rate of feeding
and maturity conditions (Blackwell et al., 2008). In spite
of having different applications, length-weight relationship
data are still insufficient for many fish species throughout
the world. From the Kayamkulam estuary of Kerala also
length-weight relationship of most of the fish species were
undocumented, the present study provides basic length-
weight relationships of Etroplus suratensis (Bloch, 1790),
Pseudetroplus maculatus (Bloch, 1795), Liza parsia
(Hamilton, 1822), Carangoides praeustus (Bennett, 1830),
Oreochromis mossambicus (Peters, 1852), Mugil cephalus
(Linnaeus, 1758), Scatophagus argus (Linnaeus, 1766)
and Escualosathoracata (Valenciennes, 1847) from these
waters.

2. Materials and Methods

The study was conducted in the Kayamkulam lake (9°22
N and 9°162 N and 76°252 E and 76°322 E), a brackish
water system in the Alappuzha district of Kerala harboring
many endemic fish species. A total of 2160 specimens
representing eight different species belonging to five
Families were collected from October 2016 to September
2017 using gillnets (mesh size: 30-70mm) and were
identified as E. suratensis, P. maculatus, L. parsia, C.
praeustus, O. mossambicus, M. cephalus, S. argus and E.
thoracata (Nelson, 2006; Froese and Pauly, 2017). Total
length (L) and total weight (W) of specimens were
measured to the nearest 0.1 cm and 0.01 g respectively.

For each species, the length weight relationship (W, = a

L. *) was estimated using log transformed linear regression
equation, log (W,) = log (a) + b log (L,), where W_is the
total wet weight (g), L, is the total length (cm), a is the
intercept, and b is the slope of the relationship (Le Cren,
1951). Regression parameters (a and b) with 95%
confidence limit (CL) and the determination coefficient
(r?) value were estimated (Froese, 2006). Values of b
smaller, equal and larger than 3 indicated negative
allometry, isometry and positive allometry respectively
(Kuriakose, 2017). The length-weight relationships were
determined after the exclusion of outliers identified
graphically by plotting length and weight pairs (Froese et
al., 2011). Data were analyzed using IBM SPSS statistics
version 20 and MS Excel 2010.

3. Results

Among the eight selected fishes, except O. mossambicus
all others were native to the area. Relative growth
coefficient (b) was ranged from 1.567 to 2.998. S.argus
(1.616) and E.thoracata (1.567) have comparatively lower
b values. All the fishes exhibited negative allometric
growth pattern (b<3) and r? values ranged from 0.7 to
0.92 (Fig.1). Length-weight relationships with the
descriptive regression parameters of the equations are
presented in Table 1.

4. Discussion

The b values of the length-weight relationships of the
selected fish species exhibited notable variations from the
isometric value (Froese, 2006) and varied from 1.567 in
E. thoracata to a 2.998 for O. mossambicus. The
regression values were significantly different (p < 0.05)
with r2values varying noticeably from species to species.
The growth pattern (b) within the same species can be
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Fig. 1. Length-weight relationship of fish species from the Kayamkulam estuary in Kerala

changeable, depending on the season, food availability,
population, sex, environmental conditions or physiology
(Freitas et al., 2017). The table 2 shows some of the
previous reports on the growth pattern of these fishes from
Indian waters. Gandhi et al. (2013) reported b value
ranging 2.479 to 2.842 for S. argus from the gulf of

Mannar region and Gurjar et al. (2017) reported b value
ranging 2.752 to 2.856 for E. thoracata from the Ratnagiri
coast of Maharashtra. But in the present study they were
within the range of 1.56 to 1.62. Only two species, P.
maculatus and O. mossambicus exhibited better growth
compared to other parts of the country. The establishment
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conditions especially pollution and scarcity of food items
in the ecosystem. Moreover, the present paper emphasizes

the importance of length-weight relationship for native
fish species from the Kayamkulam estuary. This

information helps in amplifying the biological knowledge
of the species distribution and sustainable fishery

exploitation.

of exotic cichlid, O. mossambicus in landings is
noteworthy and needs attention as it poses severe threat

to the endemic fish fauna in many natural water bodies of

Kerala (Kurup et al., 2002; Raghavan et al., 2008).

In the present study, most of the indigenous fish species
in the Kayamkulam estuary showed a negative allometric
growth pattern. This may be due to poor environmental
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